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About Us Resource Management professionals, your one-stop solution for design, licensing and distribution of media tools and software, as well as the most convenient resource database to help you get the jobs done.1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to an image
forming apparatus such as a copying machine and a laser printer, and an image forming method. 2. Description of the Related Art There is generally known an image forming apparatus such as a copying machine and a laser printer that forms an electrostatic latent image on a
photoreceptor drum by scanning a laser beam on a photosensitive material, develops the electrostatic latent image with a developer and transfers the developed image on a medium. An image forming apparatus of the type usually forms an electrostatic latent image on a photoreceptor
drum by irradiating a light to a photosensitive material. In a scanning direction in which a laser beam scans the photoreceptor drum, there is provided a distance measuring unit that measures the distance (image width) between a reference position of the photosensitive material and
a present position in the scanning direction, and an image forming apparatus is so constructed that the scanning start timing of the laser beam on the photoreceptor drum is controlled based on the measurement result of the distance measuring unit to avoid the possibility of a jam.
In the conventional image forming apparatus of the type described above, a photoreceptor drum is operated in synchronism with an image forming apparatus. To do that, a photosensitive material is supplied to a photosensitive drum. The distance measuring unit measures the distance
from a reference position of the photosensitive material to the photoreceptor drum. In such a conventional image forming apparatus, it is necessary to consider the image forming apparatus and the photoreceptor drum operate in synchronism with each other. For this reason, cost and
space for the image forming apparatus are increased. The conventional distance measuring unit that measures the distance between a reference position of the photosensitive material and a present position in the scanning direction of the laser beam cannot properly measure the
distance as it is sometimes moved obliquely when the photosensitive material is moved obliquely. If the distance between the reference position of the photosensitive material and the present position in the scanning direction of the laser beam is measured by the conventional
distance measuring unit as it is, the measurement result is often distorted. For example, as schematically illustrated in FIGS. 10A and 10B, when a laser beam scans a reference position A of a photoreceptor drum 11 3e33713323
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